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SC Health Care Voices (www.schealthcarevoices.org) is a partnership started by South Carolina Appleseed Legal Justice Center, South Carolina Fair Share, the South Carolina Small Business Chamber of Commerce, and AARP-SC. We came together in the summer of 2009 because we know that South Carolinians face many health care challenges, but also recognize that there are national, state, and local solutions that can ensure that all South Carolinians gain access to affordable, quality health care.   
In order for this to happen for you, your loved ones, and the other people of the great Palmetto State, we cannot continue to work alone.  The current partners of SC Health Care Voices can offer individuals, groups, and organizations information and expertise on national and state health care legislation, the legislative process, and guidance and support on how to have your voice heard and unique individual and community needs met; however, once we give you these tools, we need your help.  
Our priorities for this coming legislative session will be the following: 

1.
Increasing the cigarette tax in South Carolina by at least $.50 a pack from $.07 a pack, the lowest in the country,  with that funding going to fund Medicaid;
2. Advocating for the Medicaid program to ensure it is adequately funded to serve all those who are eligible and the agency is accountable for all services;
3. Advocating to remove state agency enrollment barriers for eligible beneficiaries regardless of age; and
4. Demanding  consumer friendly insurance reforms as national health care reform pushes decisions to the states.
To help make these solutions a reality, we must have other organizations and individuals join our partnership, because we can only do this if we are a strong unified voice. As a part of SC Healthcare Voices you will be asked to:

1. share your health care story;
2. write letters to the editor and editorials for the newspaper;
3. contact yourlegislator by calling, emailing, writing a personalized letter, or meeting with them face-to-face;
4. host a house meeting to talk with friends about health care issues and SC solutions;
5. speak with groups about health care reform in SC;
6. serve as a spokesperson in the media;
7. talk to your colleagues and neighbors about health care issues and SC solutions; and
8. use personal interests and talents in another way.
SC Health Care Voices Partnership Contact Information:
SC Appleseed Legal Justice Center * 803.779.1113 * scjustice.org 
SC Fair Share * 803.252.9813 * scfairshare.org

SC Small Business Chamber of Commerce * 803.252.5733 * scsbc.org

AARP * 803.251.4374 * aarp.org/states/sc/
